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House of Representatives
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 30, 2001, at 2 p.m.

Senate
THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 2001

The Senate met at 11:31 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
prayer today will be offered by our
guest Chaplain, Father James Francis
Trainor, pastor at Saint Mary’s/Saint
Patrick’s Parish, Wilmington, DE.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain, Father James
Francis Trainor, offered the following
prayer:

Let us pray and bring ourselves into
the presence of the Lord.

Loving God, Creator of all that is and
all that shall be, who in Your provi-
dence have filled our lives with the op-
portunity for sufficiency in our every-
day existence, give us a clear vision of
the challenge You set before us as indi-
viduals and as a nation.

Help us to live this vision with such
an appreciation of our blessing that we
feel compelled to share that blessing
and that sufficiency with all our sisters
and brothers in the human family.

Lord, in a special way, guide and
strengthen the men and women of this
Senate as they seek daily to solve the
problems and meet the challenges of
this Nation. Help them to have that
honest dedication which singles them
out as Your humble servants. May they
always remember that You are at their
side, guiding their steps and weighing
their actions.

Help these servants of the people, as
they enter into a new year and a new
millennium, to be filled with such
courage that they fear not the tasks
before them but meet them with con-
fidence, remembering that they can do

all things through You who strengthen
them. May they recall that wisdom of
old: ‘‘Unless the Lord builds the city,
you labor in vain, who build it.’’—
Psalm 127:1. May they walk always
with You. Amen.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable WAYNE ALLARD, a
Senator from the State of Colorado, led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. AL-
LARD). The Senator from Delaware is
recognized.

f

THE GUEST CHAPLAIN

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, it is my
honor to welcome Father Jim Trainor
to the Senate this morning, but I think
it was his honor to be escorted to the
President’s chair by one of the great
men of the Senate, Senator STROM
THURMOND. I am sure one of the things
that Father Trainor will take from this
experience is, not particularly the fact
that he gets to see Senator CARPER and
me—he sees us all the time at home—
but the fact he got to meet STROM
THURMOND, the legendary STROM THUR-
MOND.

Mr. THURMOND. Thank you. That is
kind of you.

Mr. BIDEN. When Father Trainor put
his hand out—Senator THURMOND was
introduced to Father Trainor a mo-
ment before the prayer—he looked at

Senator THURMOND and said: ‘‘Senator,
you are an inspiration.’’ And you are
an inspiration, STROM. You are an in-
spiration to all of us and you are a
darned good friend of mine and I’m
glad you got to meet my buddy, Father
Jim Trainor.

My colleagues do not know this, but
Father Trainor prays for us every Sun-
day in Wilmington. I think he prays
particularly hard for me because he is
always making an extra prayer—maybe
the Irish part of him—praying for the
politicians and public officials.

I say to the majority leader, Senator
LOTT, I go to a church called Saint Jo-
seph’s on the Brandywine, an old
church that was built by the Du Pont
family for ‘‘their Irish’’ back at the
turn of the century, the turn of the
19th century, the early 1800s.

But my daughter and my wife like to
go to Saint Patrick’s Church, which is
an inner-city church that, when I was a
kid growing up, was in an Irish parish,
and is now in the middle of the city
and the parish is predominantly Afri-
can American. It has become the haven
for everyone in need in the city. Father
Trainor has been there for about 25
years and has built and rebuilt that
parish.

There is a long series of steps to go
up to the church. It is an old-fashioned
church where the actual church altar is
on the second floor and below are all
the meeting rooms. You walk up these
two flights of stairs and occasionally—
I know my colleagues will find this
hard to believe—I am late.

It is such an honor to be invited here
and an honor to have an opportunity to
invite someone here. As you all know,
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